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his duty or bargain for his allegiance. Grenville
pressed for a written answer, but the wary soldier
refused; he had intercepted too many letters himself.
Grenville was told he must take his reply by word
of mouth, and so was dismissed till the morrow.

For some time past the general had had confidential
consultations with the leaders of the various parties,
with a view apparently of finding a common ground
on which a settlement might be made when the new
Parliament met. Lenthal, for whose ripe experience
Monk seems to have had a high regard, had suggested as
the terms that would be most satisfactory to the country,
a general amnesty, the confirmation of the land-titles,
and liberty of conscience. These the general now
determined to make the basis of negotiation, and when
Grenville returned the following evening he found them
incorporated in a pithy memorandum. An urgent ap-
peal to the King to leave Brussels for some place in
Holland was added, and a strict caution to Grenville
that he was not to ask for any reward for the service
Monk was doing. After reading over these instructions
to his cousin several times till he had them by heart,
the general threw the paper into the fire. With final
orders not to leave Charles till he was out of Spanish
"territory, and not even to treat of a reward, Grenville
was dismissed, and left London the same night. Thus
it was that when the letter of the Presbyterians sur-
prised the exultant exiles in the act of preparing an
answer to the general's message of salvation, the King
only laughed, and said, " I perceive that these people
do not know that I and General Monk stand on much
better terms."country's good, and that he would not sellte peril oferranean and East Indian trade, and enable her tor of outmarching
